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January 5, 2026

The Honorable John Boozman
555 Dirksen Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510

Dear Chairman Boozman,

On behalf of members of the Agricultural Council of Arkansas, an organization representing farmers,
landowners, and agriculture related businesses involved in row-crop production in Arkansas, we are
reaching out with a great sense of urgency following the U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA)
announcement on payment rates for the Farmer Bridge Assistance (FBA) program. While we greatly
appreciate the support provided through the FBA, additional resources are necessary to help get
many farmers financed for another crop year and to the much-anticipated safety net set forth in the
One Big Beautiful Bill Act (OBBBA).

When it was announced in early December that $11 billion was being set aside for aid, we believed at
that time the amount of funding was likely to be insufficient for the economic hardship American crop
farmers face. In examining the officially announced per acre payments and the associated payment
limitations, a shortfall in support is now evident as the support only covers a fraction of projected per
acre losses experienced by farmers in recent years and payment limitations will restrict the level of
support farmers can receive. Many farmers remain in a precarious situation relative to their ability to
receive financing to plant a crop in 2026.

We now have an urgent need for congress to provide additional resources to USDA so they may
provide a higher level of support to American farmers. We believe such resources should be provided
as part of the must pass spending bills pending in congress so lenders and farmers can more
comfortably finance the 2026 crop. We urge you to call upon your colleagues in congress to grant
more resources to USDA for additional support to American farmers.

If congress does not meet this need, we fear numerous farmers will be unable to access the financing
required to plant a crop. Many family farm operations in Arkansas and across the country will be
forced to shutter their operations as credit windows close. Such an outcome would be devastating to
rural communities across America, and it would weaken our nation. It should be considered
unacceptable.

In addition to meeting this urgent need, we continue to advocate for additional policy to support
American farmers. For example, we believe that it's appropriate for congress to broaden USDA
authority to utilize tariff revenue to support farmers and to build out infrastructure that increases
demand capacity for U.S. grown crops and brings manufacturing of key crop inputs back to America.
We also support policies to expand renewable fuel production and consumption in the United States,
and initiatives such as the Buying American Cotton Act (BACA), which would leverage the power of
the U.S. consumer to drive supply chains to source U.S. grown commaodities for products sold in
America.



As we enter a new year, we believe our country must retain and build a competitive posture to
support the American farmer and help our agriculture sector stand up to those who seek to weaken or

replace our agriculture industry. We believe this is a nation security matter that deserves to be treated
as such.

Thank you for taking our comments into consideration. We appreciate your passion for Arkansas
farmers and your leadership as Chairman of the Senate Committee on Agriculture, Forestry, and
Nutrition, and we stand ready to assist you as you continue to represent us.

Sincerely,

Joe Mencer
President
Agricultural Council of Arkansas



