
 

 

 

 
 
                                                                                     May 21, 2024 
 

Members of the House Committee on Agriculture 

 
Dear Committee Members, 
 

Re: Farm Bill  

 
On behalf of members of the Agricultural Council of Arkansas, an organization representing farmers, 
landowners, and agriculture related businesses involved in row-crop production in Arkansas, we want to share 
our views regarding Chairman Thompson’s draft farm bill ahead of the impending committee markup this 
Thursday.  
 
First, we want to thank you all for listening to farmers across the United States and taking input from those who 
produce the food and fiber that make us a more secure nation. We know many of you traveled far and heard 
from producers of all commodities. In our view, the draft farm bill is an indication that the committee not only 
listened to farmers, but it also also took action to address the concerns of the American farmer.  
 
While budgetary constraints limited the degree by which the committee could provide additional support and 
meet the full requests of organizations like ours, we do see that the Chairman’s draft proposal meets our key 
policy principles that we shared with the committee and our congressional delegation. These principles include 
doing no harm to existing farm programs; and maintaining and improving critical commodity, conservation, and 
crop insurance programs. 
 
Within the Chairman’s proposal, it’s clear that “putting more farm in the farm bill,” was more than a slogan. We 
appreciate the efforts to improve and strengthen conservation programs as well as key safety-net policies in 
the crop insurance and commodity titles. These enhancements are necessary to meet the economic 
environment of today and the needs of the future. While we wish some of these proposals could have gone 
further, we do see them as meaningful and vital to our existence.  
 
Because these enhancements will not truly be felt by farmers until 2025 or 2026, we feel it is appropriate to 
take this opportunity to also ask for the committee’s help in working to develop some near-term assistance to 
bridge the gap between current law and implementation of the next farm bill. Specifically, we ask for some 
financial aid to ease the economic constraints farmers are currently facing with persistently high production 
costs and broad declines in commodity futures markets. Without such assistance, we fear that the coming year 
or two could prove devastating to many farmers across the country, especially here in Arkansas.   
 
We once again thank you for listening to our concerns and taking action to support Arkansas farmers. We wish 
you well in advancing the Chairman’s draft farm bill and stand ready to assist in seeing the legislation advance. 
 

Sincerely, 

 
 

Nathan B. Reed 
President 

Agricultural Council of Arkansas 
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