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News To Use 

 
TODAY’S NEWS 
The U.S. Court of Appeals for the Ninth Circuit issued its decision 
in National Farm Family Coalition, et al. v. U.S. EPA regarding 
EPA’s registration of Enlist Duo® herbicide. 
 
Corteva Agriscience is pleased with the Ninth Circuit decision to 
reject petitioners’ attempts to vacate the registration of Enlist 
Duo® herbicide. The registration of Enlist Duo® herbicide stands 
and this leading weed control product can continue to be sold 
and used by farmers. This gives farmers added confidence in 
the Enlist™ Weed Control System.  
 
Corteva is confident in the sustainability and effectiveness of 
Enlist Duo® and we are committed to helping farmers continue 
to realize the benefits of the Enlist™ Weed Control System, 
which provides exceptional weed control in corn, soybeans and 
cotton with near-zero volatility, reduced potential for physical 
drift and improved handling characteristics.  
 
Corteva remains focused on developing innovative products 
such as the Enlist portfolio that reflect our commitment to 
sustainability and biodiversity while increasing farmer 
productivity and sustainable farming practices. 
 

THE FACTS  
The Enlist™ weed control system is a new, more sustainable 
solution for exceptional weed control in corn, soybeans and 
cotton incorporating several herbicide modes of action as part 
of an integrated weed management program and allowing 
farmers to continue cropping practices that promote 
conservation tillage.  
 
The three components of the Enlist™ system are Enlist™ traits, 
Enlist™ herbicides – Enlist Duo® herbicide and Enlist One® 
herbicide, and the Enlist™ Ahead management resource. 

• The technology package featured in Enlist herbicides is 
comprised of 2,4-D choline with Colex-D® Technology, the 
latest formulation science as well as proprietary 
manufacturing processes. 2,4-D choline with Colex-D® 
Technology provides key benefits including: 

o Near-zero volatility 
o Reduced potential for physical drift 
o Improved handling characteristics 

• The availability of differing modes of herbicide action –  
2,4-D choline, glufosinate (for Enlist cotton and soybeans) 
and glyphosate – is an important part of an integrated weed 
management program and is encouraged by experts to 

manage herbicide resistance and making farmers’ weed 
control practices more sustainable. 

 
FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS 
What did the court do? 
The Court has remanded (sent back) the registration to the EPA 
and requested the EPA to better document that there is “no 
unreasonable adverse effect” on monarch butterflies as a result 
of in-field application of Enlist Duo® which would control 
milkweed in the field.  The Court deemed this gap as “not 
serious.”  
 
While the EPA did assess risks to monarch butterflies, it did not 
document it in the manner the Court expected. We anticipate 
that EPA will expediently complete this step. This additional 
work by the Agency is not anticipated to impact the product 
registration. 
   
Enlist Duo® was specifically developed to reduce the potential 
for drift and offers near-zero volatility, which has been affirmed 
through years of rigorous testing, extensive EPA evaluation and 
real-world use in the field by farmers.  
 
Can this decision be appealed? 
Yes. The parties retain the right to appeal. 
 
Who is involved in this case? 
The petitioners are the National Family Farm Coalition, Family 
Farm Defenders, Beyond Pesticides, Center for Biological 
Diversity, Center for Food Safety, Pesticide Action Network 
North America, and the Natural Resources Defense Council.  The 
respondents in the case are the U.S. EPA and current 
Administrator, Andrew Wheeler. Dow AgroSciences (DAS) is an 
intervenor in the case. CropLife America, as well as a group of 
corn, cotton, and soybean grower organizations, submitted 
amicus briefs in support of EPA and DAS. 
 
What is Corteva doing to support butterfly and pollinator 
habitat? 
We’re supporting monarch butterfly and pollinator habitat at 
Corteva locations throughout the United States through a 
program with Pheasants Forever and Quail Forever, and 
National 4-H Council, that will establish pollinator habitat in 75 
Corteva locations across the country by 2021. It engages 4-H 
youth, Corteva employees and our local communities to help 
increase pollinator habitat and populations, supporting 
biodiversity.  
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What is Corteva’s position on protecting biodiversity? 
We recognize the necessity of preserving biodiversity and 
protecting at-risk natural resources. We partner with farmers, 
local communities, and other organizations to enhance 
biodiversity and protect ecologically critical communities. Many 
of these communities, for example pollinators, are especially 
critical to growing the fruits and vegetables that people find in 
their lunch boxes and on their dining room tables. Biodiversity 
efforts must be monitored and credible scientific research must 
be done to understand how land use, crop protection, and other 
agricultural practices affect biodiversity. 
 
Is this case related to the dicamba case in the Ninth Circuit? 
No. These are two separate cases heard by two separate Ninth 
Circuit Court panels; the individual cases are based on different 
herbicide products with different active ingredients, 
formulations and registrations. 
 
What have farmers been experiencing as they use the Enlist 
weed control system? 
Farmers and applicators who are using the Enlist system are 
telling us that Enlist E3® soybeans, Enlist™ cotton, Enlist™ corn 
and Enlist™ herbicides are meeting and exceeding their 
expectations! Feedback includes comments on outstanding  
 
 
 
 
 
 

weed control performance when using the system on acres with 
tough weeds, as well as on-target sprays resulting from our 2,4-
D choline with Colex-D® Technology in Enlist™ herbicides. 
Farmers have been commercially using the Enlist™ system for 
several years. See farmer stories at www.ExperiencingEnlist.com   
 
How does this decision impact US commercial plans?  
We have a broad portfolio that will allow us to work with 
farmers on customized weed management solutions.  As 
communicated in January 2020, we are continuing to accelerate 
the ramp up of Enlist seed and crop protection solutions.  
 
The decision to accelerate production of Enlist E3 soybeans 
along with the Enlist One® and Enlist Duo® herbicides ahead of 
the 2021 growing season reflects our continued focus on rapidly 
ramping up differentiated technology solutions that enable 
greater choice and value for growers. 
 
We believe Enlist E3® soybeans, launched in 2019 in the United 
States and Canada, are the most advanced weed control trait 
technology for soybeans. These industry-leading, herbicide-
tolerant soybeans provide tolerance to new 2,4-D choline in 
Enlist Duo® and Enlist One® herbicides, as well as to glyphosate 
and glufosinate herbicides. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

THE BOTTOM LINE: Corteva Agriscience is pleased with the Ninth Circuit decision to reject petitioners’ attempts 
to vacate the registration of Enlist Duo® herbicide. The registration of Enlist Duo® herbicide stands and this 
leading weed control product can continue to be sold and used by farmers. This gives farmers added confidence in 

the Enlist™ Weed Control System. 
 
 
 

http://www.experiencingenlist.com/
https://www.corteva.com/resources/media-center/corteva-agriscience-to-accelerate-ramp-up-of-enlist-e3-soybeans-to-us-and-canadian-farmers-for-2021.html

